WILLIAM   HAZLITT
The Spirit of the Age

WILLIAM HAZLITT (1778-1830) was an important member of
the group of essayists and men of letters that flourished at
the beginning of the nineteenth century. He was a man of
advanced political views and wras not backward in expressing
them. In a similar fashion his frank opinions of literary work
were apt to give offence. On the literary side, his volume
called The Characters of Shakespeare's Plays (1817) is typical
of his best work; while The Spirit of the Age (1825) *s a
volume of representative essays on literary and general topics.
The following essay is a good example of his treatment of a
topic of general interest.
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